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Ethiopia 


Rebels Ridicule Mengistu's May Day Speech 
E.40305 144588 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 3 May 88 


[Station commentary Entitled “Desperate Speechꝰ] 


[Excerpts] Colonel Mengistu made a |-hour speech the 
day before yesterday [i May] on the occasion of May 
Day celebrations. The speech started with the situation 
in Eritrea and the war and ended on the same subject. 
There were no new ideas in the speech. However, there 
were many points which showed that the Dergue regime 
is in a very dangerous and desperate situation, and a 
shameful, debased state. 


In his speech, he mentioned the victory of the EPLF 
People’s Army in destroying the Nadew command. He said 
they considered the attack on a small village calied Afabet as 
a big victory and had beaten drums and bragged about ii, 
which was very surprising. It is really surprising. If the 
victories won on the Nakfa front and in Afabet are insignif- 
icant, then why all this shouting and crying? Why say 
Ethiopa is under threat and is endangered, and shout the 
slogan: Everything To The War Front? 


Why were the heavy defeats suffered by Ethiopian troops 
at Afabet and their forced withdraal from Akordat, 
Barentu, and Teseney not disclosed to the Ethiopian 
people? Why not tell the people that the movement of 
Dergue troops in the Tigray region is limited to Mekele? 
Why are the Ethiopian people restricted from listening to 
foreign news reports instead of having the news pre- 
sented to them realistically on the situation in their 
country” It 1s not surprising that the people are losing 
their confidence in the regime. The regime does not tell 
them the truth. 


Col Mengistu also tried to distort the nature of the Eritrean 
semg tp my why bye ay by iy Ape ng 
new. In the speech he made the day before yesterday, he 
repeated in public the shameful lie that his political cadres 
disseminate among t! e people. He said that the 
claim Eritrea is Arab and that is why the Eritreans 
fighting the Ethiopians. He knows the truth 
the Dergue secret documents contain the | 
Eritrean issue 1s legitimate and Ethiopia has no 
This statement shows that Col Mengistu has 
the people of Ethiopia who listen to his speech, nor 
himself. It shows his chauvinist attitude and 
considering the people of Ethiopia to be 
incapable of challenging him. 


He posed a question concerning the situation in Tigray, 
asking whether Tigray is likewise claiming to be Arab? Why 
are the Ethiopian peole not allowed to discuss the Eritrean 
question—A big problem for the country—freely, in an 
open forum? Wy not negotiate freely with the Tigray move- 
ment and those of other oppressed people? 


i 
Es 
oe 
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Mengistu posed a (?poisono's) question concerning the 
struggle of the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples, asking 
whether they are interrelated tribally. The Eritrean people 
are made up of nine nationalities, with their own history, 
identity, and culture, and are self-sufficient. Likewise the 
Tigray people have their own clear position, identity, and 
culture. there is, therefore, no need to raise this question. 
The reason is obvious. The Dergue wanted to use the word 
Arab, which is imprinted on the minds of the (?Christian) 
people of Ethiopia, to imply that Eritreans and Tigrians are 
one and the same. They all are of Tigre. 


This aims to induce chauvinist and stubborn feelings. 


Although Haile Selassie deliberately encouraged anti- 
Tigre feeling, he never reached the stage of openly doing 
so. President Mengistu is dabiling in dirty and outdated 
policies of divide and rule, worse than any of Emperor 
Haile Selassie. This shows that a desperate regirne will 
think of anything and talk of anything. The 

regime and all its authorities uphold this cheap kind of 
propaganda because the people refuse to accept the call: 
Everything To The War Front. 


However, Col Mengistu in his May Day speech said that he 
feels very proud to be an Ethiopian when he sees the 
participants in the first and second rounds of national 
military service and others deployed in large numbers, in 
response to the call made to them. Mengistu is proud of 
being an Ethiopian. So what? Are the people of Ethiopia 
being deployed to make the colonel proud? What should 
make one proud about thai? The youth were [words indis- 
tinct] weeping and their parents screaming. [words indis- 
tinct] are made to suffer on the battlefield. [passage indis- 
tinct] ‘or anyone with a conscience, there is no cause to feel 
provsd. Instead it makes one ashamed and tearful. 


Col Mengistu boasted in his May Day speech about the 
wealth discovered during his time. On the one hand he 
says that the country 1s endangered under his rule and on 
the other he speaks of achievements and victories. Does 
this sound logical? In his speech he enumerated the 
minerals discovered, such as gold, copper, iron, plati- 
num, uranium, and many others. He said that there are 
many rivers, fertile lands, and hard-working people. We 
would be self-sufficient in a short period of time and 
could even assist our neighboring countries. 


This story has been told and retold. The Ethiopian wealth 
was there before and was not brought about by the Dergue. 
It was with all this wealth that Ethiopia became [word 
indistinct] poor and backward. Despite its possession of all 
this wealth, it could not get a government that could (?make 
use) of it. During the Haile Selassie regime. Ethiopia was 
one of the poorest countries in the world. Even today, after 
13 and 1/2 years of the revolutionary period, it remains the 
same. [passage omitted] 


In addition to other hypocritical acts Mengisiu is trying 
his best to hold on to the Eritrea region, a territory 
annexed by Haile Selassie. As he admitted, the war in 
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Eritrea, which has cost many (billions) and swamped 
Ethiopia in famine and backwardness, was not started by 
him. However, Mengistu has perpetuated 11 and in fact 
has escalated it. 


Mengistu has tried his level best to liquidate the 26-year 
old liberation struggle of the Eritrean people. Troops and 
arms have been gathered, foreigners invited, and money 
poured in, but the Eritrean people cannot be defeated. 
On the contrary they have grown stronger. There was no 
victory before the Eritrean struggle was strengthened, 
when the Addis Ababa regime was noi disintegrating. 
Victory 1s absolutely impossible for the Dergue today, 
when the Eritrean struggle 1s continually growing stron- 
ger and when the Dergue troops are tired of war and 
reluctant to fight. 


Every Ethiopian soldier who has been to Eritrea knows 
this reality. The Dergue regime, which does not care for 
their well-being but only for its dreams of fame and 
(power), tries to allocate all its money and mobilize all 
its youth in the war under the slogan: Everything To The 
War Front. 


Col Mengistu in his speech made clear his readiness for 
any kind of violence in the war, which would be worse 
than before. He said that Ethiopia's enemies are making 
allegations that it was using chemical weapons or poi- 
sonous gas in the war. [passage indistinct] 


50 EPLF Prisoners in Asmera Said Executed 
LD0405 100988 (Clandestine) Voice of Broad Masses of 
Eritreain Tigrinya 0400 GMT 4 May 88 


[Text] The WPE Government has executed more than 50 
captured combatants of the EPLF and cther poiitical 
prisoners in Asmera. The captured combatants were 
imprisoned at (Sembel) prison and the political prisoners 
at (Maryam Gundi). According to additional informa- 
tion from reliable sources in Asmera, it has been con- 
firmed that the enemy has stopped the supply of food 
and clothing to the prisoners from their relatives. 


Eritreans Report Halhal Bombed With Napalm 
E.40495045588 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 3 May 88 


[Text] Ethiopian fighter aircraft bombed the Halhal area 
with napalm, destroying civilian houses and farms. Ten 
houses and their contents, together with crops lying on 
the threshing floors of the farms, were destroyed by fire. 


PDRY Defense Minister Arrives in Addis Ababa 
Received by Defense Minister 


EA021923 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 2 May 88 


[Text] Comrade Colonel Salih ‘Ubayd Ahmad, member 
of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Yemeni Socialist Party and defense minister of Demo- 
cratic Yemen, arrived in Addis Ababa today. The 
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defense minister was received at Bole Intwrnational 
Airport by Comrade Major General Gaile Guorgis 
Habte-Mariam, memb.r of the Central Comm ittee of 
the WPE and Ethiopian ‘efense minister. 


Meets With Mengistu, Departs 
LDO305 175388 Addis Ababa Domestic Svrvice in 
Amharic0930 GM7 3 May 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received and heid talks with a guest. The Ethiopian 
News Agency palace reporter Asefa Sexoum has the 
following telephone report: 


[Asefa] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secrei> -v gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE pres. dent, 
and Commander-in-chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, received and held talks with Comrade Colonel! 
Salih ‘Ubayd Ahmad, member of the YSP Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau and PDRY defense minister. 


Alt a ceremony in the comrade secretary general's special 
office at the WPE Central Committee this morning, 
Comrade Mengisiu Haile Mariam discussed w:th Com- 
rade Col Salih Ubayd Ahmad the relations and friend- 
ship between the two parties and (? governments) and 
current issues of mutual concern in the region. 


Comrade Major-General Haile Giorgis Habte Mariam, mem- 
ber of the WPE Central Committee and defense minister and 
comrade (Halib Kelid), charge d'affaires of the PDRY 
Embassy in Ethiopia, were also present at the meeting. 


Later today, the delegation led by Comrade Col Salih 
‘Ubayd Ahmad, member of the YSP Central Committee 
Political Bureau and PDRY Defense minister, departed. 


Kenya 


Moi Calls for Halt to Debate on 
EA021920 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 2 May 88 


[Excerpt] His Excellency President Daniel Arap Moi today 
told leaders and Wananchi [citizens] in general to address 
themselves to issues which were crucial, more urgent, and 
closer to the people. He said the current issue which should 
be uppermost in the minds of patriotic Kenyans 1s the fate 
of 10,000 young people who passed their A-levels and are 
unable to secure places in the national public universities. In 
a statement issued at State House, Nakuru, President Moi. 
who is also the chancellor of the national universities, said 
this issue was crucial and ought to occupy the minds of 
leaders and parents. 


He called for a stop on the ongoing debate on queuing. 
adding that KANU as a country’s political party will take 
its own time and handle the issue as to how and when it 
deems fit. [sentence as heard] President Moi noted that 


FBIS- AF R-88-087 
5 May 1988 


the majority of the electorate and elected representatives 
of the people had been impressed by the simplicity, the 
genuiness, and effectiveness of the queuing process and 
hence came out in its praise. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Italian Paper Interviews Somali President 
PM0S0S5090688 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
29 Apr 88 p 10 


{Interview with Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre 
by Stefano Malatesta in Mogadishu—date not given, 
first four paragraphs are introduction] 


[Excerpts] Mogadishu — Entering Villa Somalia, Somali 
President Mohamed Siad Barre’s residence, even when 
you are expected, 1s always somewhat unpredictable. 
You therefore have to be very cautious. The handpicked 
members of the presidential guard, trained by German 
antiterrorist experts, have orders to shoot at the slightest 
suspicious movement. A short time ago a minister was 
welcomed with a hail of machine gun fire because his car 
had driven too casually through the main entrance gate. 
Our car therefore drove at walking pace, and stopped 
outside the entrance, waiting for a tough but indolent 
junior guard to deign to inspect us. [passage omitted] 


The president was wearing dark glasses, and seemed 
rather tense. We therefore adopted a cautious approach 
and tried to give the interview the high tone of interna- 
tional politics, before turning to the controversy over 
aid. The first questions were about the very recent 
agreement between Somalia and Ethiopia. It 1s a very 
important agreement for the Horn of Africa, underesti- 
mated by the European newspapers, which makes provi- 
sion for Somali and Ethiopian troops to withdraw to a 
line 15 km from the border, an end to all hostile 
propaganda and activity, the resumption of diplomatic 
relations, and an exchange of prisoners. Siad Barre 
recounted the lengthy preparations for the agreement 
and the difficulty of the initial contacts. He then told us 
about the sudden speeding up of the process a few week 
ago and the conclusion of the agreement. 


According to diplomatic observers, the reasons why the 
process was speeded up are the victories won by Eritrean 
guernilas, which are causing chaos in the Mengistu 
regime (there is talk of between 18,000 and 20,000 
Ethiopian soldiers going over to the guerrillas, and of 
mass executions of high-ranking officers ordered by an 
increasingly enraged Mengistu). On the Somali side, the 
reasons are the hope of improving the situation in the 
north of the country — the Hargeisa area — which is in 
a state of constant revolt, and ending the Ethiopian aid 
to the guerrillas and the Isaq rebels. 


Siad Barre said that the Ethiopians are skilled and tough 
negotiators. He also mentioned Mengistu’s abilities, 
unlike his usual habit of speaking ill of him and even 
insulting him. 
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{Malatesta} But is this agreement not certain to damage 
the Eritrean guerrillas? Mengistu is now free to launch 
his troops from Ogaden toward Asmera. 


{Barre} It will not be the agreement which damages the 
Eritrean guernilas. The Ethiopians have many regiments 
and large numbers of troops. They have planes, tanks, 
weapons of all kinds, and hundreds of thousands of 
soldiers, and the ability to repel any attack by Eritrean 
guerrillas if they so wish. 


[Malatesta] However, the Soviets seem more tepid in 
their support for the Mengistu regime. 


[Barre] | have had talks with the Russian deputy foreign 
minister in the past few days. He told me that we cannot 
make progress like this, and that there must be peace in 
the Horn of Africa. It struck me as a fairly significant 
Statement. | do not know how much hope the Eritrean 
guerrillas have, although they have made major gains. 


[Malatesta] What about the situation of endemic civil 
war in northern Somalia? How do you intend to solve 
this problem? 


[Barre] The situation will be resolved when other coun- 
tries stop stirring up trouble. As you know, the British 
are fomenting trouble. They do not accept the fact thz: 
Italy has special ties with Somalia. [Barre ends] 


He continued to talk for a while about political prob- 
lems, about the north, and so forth. The president then 
removed his spectacles, stared at me and said: ‘““We in 
Somalia do not allow people to speak ill of Italy and the 
Italians. Anybody who does so, knows that he will come 
to a bad end. We are great friends of Italy. So, how can 
you allow people in Italy to talk ill of Somalia? How can 
you aliow them to make slanderous accusations against 
its president?” 


We had finally come to the point. We tried to point out 
that in Italy there is a distinction between the govern- 
ment and the free press. 


[Malatesta] The accusations of corruption made against 
you, sir, d:2 not come from the government, but from 
the newspapers. And the newspapers were reporting the 
evidence given by Ali Khalig Galaid, a former Somali 
minister, during a trial. The minister referred to a rumor 
about a bribe of 7 million dollars pocketed by the 
president's office for a deal on a fertilizer factory.... 
[Malatesta ends] 


The president grew angry: “Ali is a scoundrel and a 
rascal. He deserves a thrashing. But at the time, Ali was 
industry minister and signed the deal. Then, after he lost 
his position, he fled with the help of the English, and is 
now moralizing, as you say.” 
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{Malatesta} Sir, the urea factory 1s still standing unused, 
and possibly abandoned.... This 1s Italian aid which has 
been misused. 


{Barre} The factory was consirucied with Somali money 
and the Italian aid arrived later. Nobody was to blame. It 
was to be run with Iraqi oil which has not arrived 
because of the war. There have been other problems with 
the electricity power station. Ours is a very poor country, 
we lack resources, and many things function badly. 


[Malatesta] The rumors about corruption with regard to 
Italian aid in Somalia are fairly widespread: It is not just 
Ali Khalig Galaid who mentions them. 


[Barre] They are rumors put about by scoundrels, and 
are spread in Italy, not here in Somalia. 


[Malatesta] | can understand that. Your immediate 
entourage, sir, does not have a good reputation in Italy. 


{Barre} Listen, we are very pleased with Italian cooper- 
ation. We are 99 percent satisfied. But these things you 
are talking about, bribes as you call them, and bundles of 
bank notes, have nothing to do with us. Nobody here 
takes bribes. We have always told the Italians: Thank 
you, thank you very much for your gifts. But we do not 
want to know about your problems and your quarrels, or 
about bribes. They are your problems, they are party 
quarrels. We want the keys in our hands, we say thank 
you, and that is enough. 


[Malatesta] Recently, some Somali officers, who were on 
courses in Italy, appeared on Italian television: They did 
not speak well of you. 


[Barre] They are just kids, they have been taker in by 
scoundrels and rascals. The responsibility rests with the 
military attache in Rome who failed to keep control over 
them Yes, the blame certainly rests with the military attache. 


[Malatesta] There are many Somalis living in exile in the 
United States who also attack your regime. 


[Barre] They too are scoundrels. I do not say that because 
they are making criticisms but because they are damag- 
ing Somalia. There are also ethiopian exiles in the 
United States who criticize the Mengistu regime. How- 
ever, at the same time they say: Give food to the 
Ethiopians who are starving. However, the Somalis are 
saying: Stop aid to Somal'a, because Siad Barre is a bad 
man. Do you understand the difference? 


EAST AFRICA 


{Malatesta} Sir, the American Academy of Science 
Human Rights Committee published a report recently 
on the state of civil mghts in Somalia: It talks of hundreds 
of peopie being illegally arrested and detained, and even 
of torture. 


[Barre] Listen. last week some former ministers and 
prominent people were put on tral for plotting against 
the state. The trial was conducted properly. Two of them 
were sentenced to death. Then, in the end. they were all 
pardoned and they are now at home drinking tea. Do you 
call that a repressive regime? 


[Malatesta] The report, based on eye-witness accounts, 
gives a entirely different picture. The pardoned men 
cannot leave their homes, not even Mohamed Aden 
Sheikh, who was acquitted. 


{Barre} Yes, it is better for them to stay at home, because 
they are intelligent and could do harm. The more intelligent 
a man is, the more harm he can do, if he so wishes. These are 
all peopie I made, like the others who fled. I dragged them 
up out of the dirt, and now they are attacking me. They are 
scoundrels, that is what they are.“ 


Foreign Minister Arrives in Mogadishu 
LD0305201188 Mogadishu Dumestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 3 May 88 


[Excerpt] Mr ‘Ismat ‘Abd al-Majid, Egyptian deputy 
prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, arrived in 
Mogadishu this evening at 1830 heading a delegation to 
begin a 3 - day official visit to Somalia. 


In an interview at the airport VIP lounge, Mr ‘Abd 
al-Mayjid said he would deliver a mesage from President 
Muhammad Husni Mubarak to President Mohamed 
Siad Barre, adding that he would also attend the meeting 
of the Somali - Egyptian Cooperation Commission, 
which is due to open in Mogadishu tomorrow. 


Dr ‘Abd al-Majid also said that during his visit he would 
meet senior Somali Government officials with whom he 
would discuss the strengthening of fraternal relations 
between the two countries. [passage omitted] 


Delivers Mubarak Message 
NC0405 165688 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 
1500 GMT 4 May 88 


[Text] Dr ‘Ismat ‘Abd al-Majid, deputy prime minister 
and foreign minister, handed a message from President 
Husni Mubarak to Somali President Mohamed Siad 
Barre during their audience today. 


During the meeting they discussed bilateral relations and 
the means of developing them, in addition to current 
Arab and international issues. 


Dr ‘Abd al-Majid arrived in Mogadishu yesterday on a 
3-day visit. 
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Republic of South Africa 


RSA, Angola, Cuba Issue Statement on Talks 
L.D0405 190588 London PRESS Association in English 
1825 GMT 4 May 88 


{By Tom McMullan, PRESS ASSOCIATION diplomatic 
correspondent] 


{Text} Four couniries who ended secret talks in London 
today — held in a bid to end the 13-year civil war in 
Angola — have agreed to meet again soon in Africa. 


The parties, the United States, South Africa, Angola and 
Cuba, issued a brief statement describing the two days of 
meetings as having taken place in a “constructive 
atmosphere”. 


Progress was made, the statement said. 


This was the first-ever meeting of the four parties, who 
got together to consider the fighting in Angola and 
neighbouring Nainibia, which is occupied by South 
Africa in defiance of a United Nations resolution. 


The statement thanked the British Government for 
agreeing to provide a venue for the conference. After- 
wards, Dr Chester Crocker, assistant U.S. secretary of 
state for African Affairs, who led the U.S. delegation, 
told a press conference it had been agreed not to go into 
details of the talks. He noted that in March the Angolan 
Governmert put forward a proposal — which the United 
States, as mediator, conveyed to the South African 
Government — including for the first time total Cuban 
troop withdrawals over a period. 


At present, Cuba is estimated to have about 35,000 
troops in Angola. South Africa has about 5,000 troops in 
southern Angola backing UNITA, the guerrilla move- 
ment opposing the Angolan Government. 


Dr Crocker said the Cuban proposal was on the table at 
the discussions. 


“It was in some respects the principle focus of discussion 
during the talks,” he said. It was recognised that beyond 
the issues of principle a number of concrete problems 
had to be worked out. 


“It was on the basis of whet they had heard from each 
other that the parties agreed to hold another meeting in 
a matter of weeks,” said Dr Crocker. 


The parties had accepted that a peaceful settlement 
would involve compromise. 


He added: “There are big, tough issues that lie ahead. 
Gaps need to be bridged. We do not think they should be 
unbridgeable.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 5 


‘Satisfaction’ With 
MB0405 190688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1903 GMT 4 May 8&8 


[Text] Cape Town May 3 SAPA—The minister of for- 
eign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has expressed his satisfaction 
with the progress reported at the conclusion of the 
London talks on the Angola/Namibian issue today. 


Al a press conference he said he had informed the state 
president on the course and substance of the talks so far and 
would be providing him with more detail once the director 
general, Mr Neil van Heerden returned to Cape Town. Mr 
Van Heerden led the South African |2-man delegation. 


Mr Botha tied the Angola talks and the recent exchange 
of goodwill messages between the state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, and President Joaquim Chissano of 
Mozambique together as a new “serious initiative” hav- 
ing been launched in the sub-continent. 


He also called on American legislators to consider these 
initiatives and to take into account that in the same week 
an historical separation of Siamese twins has united ali 
South Africans in a spontaneous demonstration of com- 
passion and support. This was an inappropriate time to 
think of sanctions, he said. 


The minister said he could not say at this stage what 
results would flow from the talks but he immediately 
rejected reports in London newspapers that his absence 
was a sign of disinterest in the talks or that he did not 
take them seriously. The reports had been taken into the 
negotiating room this morning and had been denied by 
the Angolans who confirmed that the talks had been 
arranged at official ievel only, specifically excluding him. 

“I believe this is the way the problems of the region 
ought to be resolved, by meeting around the conference 
table,” he said. 


Mr Botha revealed that the talks had resulted from his 
meeting with Dr Chester Crocker, U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for African affairs, in Geneva in March and subsequent 
exchanges between their governments. Dr Crocker headed the 
American delegation in London this week. 


The fact that the parties had actually got around the 
negotiating table and reported progress was encouraging 
and for this reason he trusted the legislators on Capitol 
Hill would pause and think before proceeding with 
sanctions legislation against southern Africa. “I say 
southern Africa because it is impossible to target them 
against South Africa alone, no matter how many times 
they use the name of South Africa only. "I wish the U.S. 
legisiators will come to their senses and try to understand 
that further sanctions could harm and not advance the 
chances of successful discussion and negotiation among 
leaders of the subcontinent.“ 
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He used the Mozambican initiative as an example and 
said that if good relations could be restored in terms the 
Nkomati Accord and Renamo persuaded to settle with 
the Chissano government, massive economic reconstruc- 
tion would be needed, just as in post-war Angola. “All 
the long-te:m potential between South Africa, Angola 
and Mozambique will cost money. Who is going to pay 
for 1? What use is progress among us if we are all 
burdened by sanctions?” 


He said the United States was far removed from the 
southera African arena and seemed to be circling aloofly 
in its Own orbit, which did not facilitate the promising 


initiatives springing from the region now. 


Other diploniatic sources today indicated that the South 
Afncan Government may be more excited by the outcome 
of the talks thn the thus-far bland joint statement recording 
“progress” inacates. A possible ministerial level meeting in 
an African capnal is regarded as within reach. as 1s the likely 
participation of Lr Savimbi's UNITA in the next round of 
talks. It is undsrstood that Dr Savimbi has had firm 
undertakings from the South Afncans which were reflected 
in the as yet highly confidential proposals presented to their 
Angolan and Cuban counterparts. 


These sources also point out that the recent visit of 
General Jacinto Veloso and the exchanges of presidential! 
goodwill messages between South Africa and Mozambi- 
que undoubtedly touched on the Angola talks and that 
Mozambique have have played “broker” as with the 
release of Mayor Wynand du Toit. If this role was limited 
it was likely to grow after last week's exchanges. 


Another factor that has raised the South Africans’ hopes 
of success is the apparent genuineness of the Cuban offer 
to withdraw its troops from Angoia. 


Views U.S. Measures 
MB0405 183788 Johannesburg Television Service in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 4 May 88 


[Text] In Cape Town, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, has said it is ironic that while southern Africa 
is Striving for peace through the London talks, the U.S. 
Congress 1s working to legislate sanctions which will hurt 
the whole subcontinent. 


[Begin video recording] [Botha] We are succeeding in 
talking to each other. We are succeeding in reaching 
agreement. In London, we are succeeding in talking with 
Angolan representatives. There are even Cubans present 
at the talks. And while we in southern Africa are man- 
aging in our attempts to achieve peace, stability, and 
agreement, the U.S. Congress is continuing with further 
legislation to impose further boycotts against South 
Africa and to make it more difficult for us to play our 
role vis-a-vis southern Africa. It is incredible, unless one 
accepts that they are doing this to salve their own 
consciences, or that we are handy political instrument in 
their elections. 
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But you know, this 1s the peak of immorality, claiming in 
Washington that you are concerned over the welfare of 
blacks in South Afinca, so much so that you destroy their 
jobs, and making ut difficult for the southern Afncan 
Slates to reach agreements. 


{Unidentified reporter] Mr Botha, do you foresee that these 
talks in London could leads to a solution in Angola” 


[Botha] I cannot say so at the present tume. All I can say 
is that the initial report I received from our representa- 
tives at the talks indicate that progress has been made. 
How real, how substantive that progress 1s, we will only 
know at further meetings which are being planned. [end 
video recording} 


Comments Further on Talks 
MBO0S05 105488 Johannesburg Domestic Service in 
EngiishOS15 GMT 5 May 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has 
spoken about a number of issues relating to South Africa 
including the London talks just ended and the US. 
sanctions drive. This report from Ossie Gibson: 


[Begin recording] [Gibson] The events in Cape Town 
and London, over the past week, just months ago would 
have seemed far off, but a confluence of factors made 
them possible. | asked Mr Botha if he foresaw a thaw in 
relations on a wider front. 


[Botha] | am hesitant to give you a positive re,_y. 
although I would wish to. There are cer:~ nly signs that 
something else is happening. 


[Gibson] If there were a meeting of minds between South 
Africa and Mozambique and South Africa and Angola. 
do you think that American perceptions would be altered 
radically? 


[Botha] Very difficult to say. If you take into account the 
vicious, venemous campaign that is being waged against 
us in Washington, then you know | sometimes fee! that 
nothing will stop them, nothing short of those senators 
and congressmen who are in the vanguard of the cam- 
paign against us, they must first have their piece of flesh, 
it seems to me,it does not matter how many laws we 
withdraw of a discriminatory nature, it does not matter 
how much progress we made in various fields of life, they 
first must have their pound of flesh. 


[Gibson] The talks in London, how serious were the 
participants, particularly the Cubans? 


[Botha] On the report, again, received from our repre- 
sentatives, | can't take it further than that today. The 
talks took place in a friendly atmosphere and progress 
was made, but I would not wish to give you details of 
progress because I think that is a matter that we must 
now first discuss with the president and with other 
government members. 
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Gibson] But given the nature of the participants are you 
leaving the Cubans, and the USSR, in fact, enough room 
to maneuver itself out of Africa with grace? 


| Botha] | believe that 1s the key to the answer. Perhaps if 
a way could be found that both could be dealt with sort 
of equally, and that not one of the two feels that there 1s 
face-loving. Yes that 1s the key to the answer and I think 
it could be done. but i 1s too early to predict what the 
outcome eventually will be on the present talks in 
London. The report I received was progress was made. In 
the days and months ahead of us we will know how real 
thal progress was. [end recording] 


Station Commentary 
M BOSOSUS 3088 Johannesburg Domestic Service in 
EnelishOSO0O0 GMT 5 May 8&8 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] the four-country talks on Angola, held in London 
this week, were a breakthrough of a kind—not so much 
for what they achieved as for what they represented: a 
face-to-face confrontation between most of the major 
protagonists in the Angolan affair. Positions were spelled 
out and differences clearly delineated, pointing to the 
areas in which further progress would have to be made to 
achieve an agreed settlement. Obviously more such 
mectings will have to follow if the process that has been 
set in Motion ts not to lose its Momentu.n. 


But there is a long way to go yet, judging by the variety 
of viewpoints expressed by the different parties. For 
South Africa the focus of the exercise remains, as always, 
the removal of the 40,000 or more Cuban troops whose 
presence in Angola constitutes both a threat to regional 
security in general and, in particular, an insurmountable 
obstacle to the holding of free and fair elections in 
South-West Africa/Namibia. Judging by his message to 
the conference, the United Nations secretary general, Dr 
Perez de Cuellar, viewed it as primarily an opportunity 
for discussing South-West African independence under 
Resolution 435. For the American delegation, operating 
in the context of an impeding presidential election, the 
goal 1s still a breakthrough on both these issues. 


The Angolans and Cubans were more concerned about 
South African troops in southern Angola and aid to 
UNITA but are also under pressure from a Soviet 
sponsor gloomily eyeing the never-ending stalemate in 
the civil war and Angola's social and economic collapse 
And for the absent UNITA, no less important a character 
in the drama, the only acceptable outcome of the new 
initiative is going to be withdrawal of the Cuban troops 
and a negotiated political settiement. 


Clearly these are not unrelated issues. They are all aspects of 
a complex interrelationship of forces that involve a bitter 
political conflict in Angola and much more: a democratic 
independence dispensation for Sourh-West Afnca/Namibia, 
the stability and security of southern AFrica including 
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South Africa itself, arid a struggle for influence in the region 
between the super-powers, one of which has had no com- 
punction in employing the services of a more than willing 
military proxy. 


it us that proxy, Cuba, that provides the key to the 
multilateral accommodation that would have to be 
reached. However the various aspects of the problem are 
to be addressed, a solution cannot even begin to be found 
until the disruptive factor that lies at the center of each 
of them is removed. The argument that the presence of 
cuban troops in Angola is justified by their having been 
invited by the government of that country nowadays 
fools only those who wish to be fooled. They have no 
more legitimacy than have the Soviet Army stationed in 
Afghanistan: the presence of both 1s at the invitation of 
a regime they themselves installed by force. 


As in the case of the Soviet troops in Afghanistan, the 
Cubans in Angola have been the cause of the destruction 
of that country, the destabilisation of the region and a 
growing threat to the strategic interests of the Western 
World. The first step towards peace and rehabilitation 


must be to deal with that cause. 

P.W. Botha on Constitutional Proposals 
MBO0405 194388 Johannesburg Television Service in 
Afrikaans 1838 GMT 4 May 88 


{interview with State President P.W. Botha by reporter 
Andre le Roux at Tuynhuys in Cape Town; date not 
given—-video recorded] 


[Text] [Le Roux] Mr President, during your budget debates 
in the different houses you once again got the constitutional 
debate going with interesting remarks on your vision for 
constitutional changes. It would appear there are two lines 
for constitution;.’ development, one along the negotiations 
path, while on the other there is the creation of structures. Is 
the government-—are you—busy creating a blueprint for 
constitutional development? 


[Botha] No, the government cannot create a blueprint for 
constitutional reform without proper negotiation and 
dialogue. But what government can do is lay down 
guidelines and say what it is prepared to do in order to 
advance the dialogue. We have to deal with other lead- 
ers. We must recognize ther. But if the government does 
not take the initiative we will end up with a confusion of 
proposals, with the government playing no major role. 
So we do not want to create a blueprint, but we want to 
advance the reform process in an orderly manner. 


[Le Roux] Let me ask you this agxinst the background of 
your proposal: You stated that the government must 
gover: itself into a new constitutional dispensation. 
What did you mean by that? 


[Botha] | mean that in South Afmca, with its complex 
composition, you cannot go and sit around a table and 
expect that within a week or two you will have a new 
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constitution which will satisfy everyone. If one looks 
back over the past 40 years one can see the tremendous 
progress made in the broadening of democracy and in 
the creation of structures which had not existed before. 
Much progress was made through steps taken by the 
government in diaiogue with other leaders and after 
discussion with other leaders. 


What | mean by saying we must govern ourselves into a 
new constitution is tha: we must move from that of 
which we are certain and advance step by step, while at 
the same time protecting the rights of those who have to 
live in this country. 


[Le Roux] It seems that you asc trying to bypass the voter in 
order to advance constitutionally. Is that what you are saying” 


[Botha] No, on the contrary. | have said repeatediy—i 
said it al a party congress. | said it on public platforms, 
and I said it in parliament—that when drastic changes 
have to be made | will go personally to the voting public 
first to obtain their approval. And I have also said | 
accepted that other leaders will want to consult their 
followers. We have to bring reform about gradually, 
because reform involves not only constitutional reform, 
there must also be social and economic reform. And 
social and economic reform must facilitate constitu- 
tional! reform. 


{Le Roux] May | ask you whether the matters upon 
which you have just touched — for instance black 
regional authorities, the possibility of black members in 
the cabinet, the possibility of black people in the Presi- 
dent's Council — are these the drastic changes to which 
you refer, for which you will go to the voters? 


[Botha] No. Appointing a person to the cabinet from the 
black community to deal with the handling of black 
education — I do not regard as that drastic. I think most 
reasonable people in South Africa will welcome it if we 
Start at least on the level of deputy minister by appoint- 
ing a person from the ranks of our black public who can 
handle his part of the education portfolio. When I asked 
Minister Viljoen to serve in the cabinet, and when I gave 
him this portfolio, l told him... [15-second break in 
audio transmission] 


[Le Roux] ...the most importart aspects of the constitu- 
tional dispensation at present, to change this to accom- 
modate black people. Would you not say this 1s some- 
thing with which you will have to go to the voters? 


[Botha] | would say that is a drastic [words indistinct] 
has to do with the election of the state president. It is a 
guideline l have set. | expressed certain thoughts on the 
matter, and before we go about making it a reality, the 
voting public should be consulted. 
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{Le Roux] | know | always ask how long and how far 
away in the future this all will happen, but do you intend 
to approach parliament socn with suggestions, concrete 
suggestions 12 the form of legislation. before you go to 
the voters” 


[Botha] It will depend on the progress in talks and 
consultations in the National Council. The National 
Council ts, in our opimion, the instrument with which we 
s!.ould pursue our goals. And if there 1s a quick reaction 
toward convening a National “ouncil, it may be one of 
the suggestions that 1s discussed there. 


[Le Rou.} What are the prospects at the moment for the rapid 
convening of a National Council, or The Great ladaba” 


[Botha] | remain optimistic. And | shal! tell you why. 
Because I have the proof of experience that there is a 
great benevolence amcng most South Africans towarc 
each other. It 1s true that obstacles are placed in our way 
but I don't think those obstacles will be able to quel! the 
desire to find a solutvon to our problems. 


{Le Roux] Mr president, the governmeni—you and 
members of your cabinet—*ave repeatedly said a fourth 
chamber for blacks is out of the question. But even in 
order to consider bringing blacks into the electorai 
college, which is a parliamentary institution, you are 
moving in a direction where blacks in this country will, 
in some way, be brought into parliament. 


[Botha] The state president is indeed a part of the s\ stem 
of government, but he is not a part of parliament in the 
ordinary sense of the word. He 1s the executive authority. 
Second, a fourth chamber—I do not nave anything 
against a fourth chamber merely on principle. I: is just 
that I do not believe i would work. I think it is 
impractical because our black communities in South 
Africa consist of different language and cultural group- 
ings, and trying to accommodate them all in a fourth 
chamber is totally impractical, in my view. 


[we Roux] But the idea is, nevertheless, to bring blacks 
into the highest legislative authority in the country? 


[Botha] “io, what we did say was that we would create 
structures making possible the devolution of power, the 
decentralization of authority, as well as creat:ng struc- 
tures through which we may negotiate with each other at 
the highest possible level of government. But all this 
cannot come about in a day. The revolutionaries, the 
leaders of the revolution, these people want everything 
overnight, because they do not care what hey destroy or 
how they destroy it. They merely want an alternative 
system, whether it works ov rot. 


We believe in evolutionary processes, step by step. 
making sure of every step along the way, and following 
them in a manner which will not threaten the stability of 
the country. 
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{Le Roux] The stability of the country could also suffer if 
this process 1s t00 long and drawn out. Is the stress on the 


sySter.. caused by the revolutionary onslaught too great 
for you at this stage” 


[Botha] The revolutionary onslaught does bave an eſſeci. 
especially when i 1s protected overseas, and there 1s 
unnecessary interference with our striving towara a 
better dispensation. That causes tezsion. But then our 
whole history has been filled with tension. We will 
simply have to bear that tension and continue searching, 
to the besi of our ability, for the solutions which are so 
essenval to Our country. 


{Le Roux} Mr President, let us return for a while to your 
proposals in parliament. The reinstatement of the post of 
prime minister Do you intend that he will be appointed by 
the state president, in the same way that he appoints the 
cabinet, or will you give him the opportunity to appoint his 
own cabinet? How do you see the new system operating? 


[Botha] No. What I had in mind when | maa ec 
siatement—lI said that when we united the state presi- 
dency and the prime ministership, we intended that one 
person would undertake all the obligations. | am not 
saying | have too much work now. What | am saying ts 
that | think we must have a prime minister, appointed by 
the state president, a prime minister who will busy 
himself with the ordinary administrative day-to-day 
work. Policy matters must be left to the attention of the 
State president. He must be given more time to conduct 
discussions. He must have more time to meet delega- 
tions. He must have more time to hold talks with othec 
leaders in the country. 


He must be a unifying torce. This is necessary for a 
country .ike ours; the state president must play a unify- 
ing role, a urxfying role in the broad sense of the word. 
He must be a symbol of national unity. 


Mr President, is there the chance that this whole issue 
wil become politicized in the sense that you will be 
choosing your successor in the presidency? How do you 
feel about that? 


[Botha] No. Sy appointing someone you persona!ly trust 
to undertake a particular task, you are not choosiit? a 
successor. Your successor must be chosen by the elec- 
toral college. But if the person had to be elected, then it 
would in fact lead to accusations that you had chosen 
your successor. 


[Le Roux] Appointing a prime -ninister 1s one thing. Are 
you going to permit him to appoint his cabinet, or would 
you, the slate pres: ent... 


[Botha, interrupting] No, no. | think the state president 
must continue to appoint his cabinet. The prime minis- 
ter would most probably be someone in that cabinet. I do 
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not think one can allow the prime munisier to appoint a 
separate cabinet. It would not serve the purpose for 
which you want him, namely, to attend to the admunis- 
tration of the country. 


{Le Roux] Mr President, a final 4.-stion, and | hope | 
can put this properly. You are once again busy with new 
constitutional initiatives aimed at getting the process 
going again. But, 2s a journalist, st seems to me, on the 
outside, th: there are many questions about the govern- 
ment, and also about you personally. 


You are accused, you and the government, of being 
arrogant, cf behaving paternalistically. What is your 
reaction to that, particularly as such allegations are 
dra:ning political support from the National Party” 


{Botha} Well, in a democratic system of government, which 
we have, you will always find people who either like a man 
more cr like him less. I believe in a strong democracy. And 
I believe in strong leadership for South Africa. To allow a 
situation to develop here where the government ard the 
State president would not be prepared to assume esponsi- 
bility and to lead would lead our country into decline and a 
state of chao: But if the state president leads with strength, 
if he keeps the democracy strong, the way we have been 
trying te: to, then I may seem arrogant to certain people, but 
it is the onl. wav one can meet the future in a country like 
South africa. 


[Le Roux] The government is losing support, especially 
among whites. You are aware of that. Three by-elections 
have indicated that. Is there currently 

within the government about this state of affairs? 


[Botha] A government that does not from time to time 
look at itself and practice self-criticism should not gov- 
ern. But we have taken certain premeditated, unpopular 
steps which were in the interest of the country and which 
have most probably temporarily cost us support. 


Take our economic policy. It is absolutely necessary that 
the economic policy which I announced at the opening of 
parliament be carried out. Not all those steps are popu- 
lar. Other steps which the government is forced to take, 
like security, the maintenance of the security of people, 
mean that people are less favorably disposed toward you. 


But a government ‘*s there to govern and... [changes 
thought] One should not govern in such a way that one 
acts as if has all the wisdom in the world. No human has 
all the wisdom in the world. But we learn through our 
errors, and there is no human on earth who does not 
mske mistakes. Because of this we are prepared to 
constantly scrutinize our mistakes and to try to avoid 
them wherever possible. 


{Le Roux] Mr President, thank you very much. 
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Worrall Says Negotiations Mest Occur Outside NP 
M BO405 200088 Johannesburg SAP4 in English 


1938 GMT 4 May 88 


[Text] East London, May 4, SAPA—Independent Party 
leader. Denis Worrall, said tonight the Natrona! Party 
should accept the fact that negotiation for a new consti- 
tution for South Afnca has to occur outside existing 
institutions. 


Dr Worrall told a public meeting in East London the 
NP’s attempts to get negotiations going had failed 
because the ruling party wanted to monopolise the 
process. “This it does by setting itself as about the only 
of major actor in the discussion process, and by trying to 
deterrame the framework for that debate,” he said. 


He also said n was perfectly clear that the government's 
most recent attempt al getting reform going had failed. 
“President Botha and his cabini must aiso realise that 
they have not benefitted with Wiese constitutional adap- 
tations from a white point o view. 


“The position which we have consistenily espoused, 
and__.once again wish to put to the government, is that <1 
should accept ihat the process of discussion and negoti- 
ation which is required for a new constitution for our 
country has to occur outside of existing institutions.” 


Dr Worrall said his party was trying to develop a 
“politics of solutions.” “Like thousands of South Afrn- 
cans, we are very concerned at the continuing constitu- 
tional stalemate—on the one hand the inability of Pres- 
ident Botha and his cabinet to involve black leaders 2nd 
organisations of repute in the process and, on the other 
hand.the growing (negative) white reaction to the consti- 
tutional reform process.” 


What was needed ia this situation, he said, was that the 
Nationa: Party government should mandate the chief 
justice to begin the process of discussion and «“gotia- 
tion. “Admuttedly this would require a major change inn 
the attitude of *he present government...for it would be 
required to accept that it is essentially a care-taker 
government, whose task 1s not to shape the politica. 
future,” Dr Worrall said. 


Criticizes Black Education Policy 
\/BO405 174788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1531 GMT 4 May &8 


i Text] House of Assembly May 4 SAPA—The goveva- 
ment was moving towards so-called “people's educa- 
tion” for blacks even though this was part and parcel of 
the revolution ry onslaught against South Africa, Dr 
Ferdie Hartzent ~¢ (CP Lichtenburg), sad today 


Speaking in debate on the education and training budget 
vote. he said that although good progress was being made 
in black education, indications were much better results 
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were Deming achieved inside than outside the self-gov- 
erning homelands. This showed circumstances for edu- 
cation were more favourable there. 


Dr Harizenberg said black matrnculants overall had 
increased by 105 per cent from 1980 to 1987, but that 
the increase was !42 per cent in the homelands. The 
evident higher quality of education in the homelands 
was a result of its being “nationally” onentated (volks- 
gerigte), which was the exact opposite of “people's edu- 
cation”. In spite of the success of its nationally onen- 
tated education in the homelands, the government and 
the minister of education and development aid, Dr 
Gerrit Viljoen, were undermining it and moving closer 
to people's education through a single. central education 
department, Dr Hartzenberg said. “People’s education 
has a political goal, but nationally onentated education 
has an educative goal bui now the honourable minister 
say’, he will use certain aspects of people's education.” 
“This will only encourage the revolutionaries to apply 
more pressure.” 


Buthelezi: NP Recognizes Need To Reform 
MBO0405 192388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1847 GMT 4 May 8&8 


[SAPA PR Wire Service. issued by the Chief Minister's 
Office, KwaZulu] 


[Text] Lisbon, Tuesday—The National Party now saw 
that only meaningful political reform could repair the 
damage apartheid had done to South Africa's interna- 
tional relationships, Dr Mangosuthu Buthelez: tolc Por- 
tuguese parliamentarians here today In an address to 
Social Democratic members of ine parliamentary com- 
mission for fcorcign affairs, he said that Afrikanerdom 
was no longer a monolithic power. “It has already lost 
members to a divisive nght-wing development and 11 1s 
threatened with losing members to the lefi,” the Kwa- 
Zux. chief minister and Inkatha president said. “It faces 
a revolt amongst Al\vkaans clergy, and Afrikaans busi- 
nessmen are indis: aguishably working with their 
English counterparts in planning to survive an era of 
transition and to emerge in a post-apartheid society with 
viable enterprises.” 


The ruling National Party could no longer make the 
oppression of blacks pay dividends to whites who, in 
turn, no longer saw apartheid as capable of maintaining 
law and order in medium or long term. “They sce 
economic recovery being dependent upon political 
reform and they see that oniy meaningful political 
reform can repair the damag-: that apartheid has done to 
South Africa's international relationships... 


“However recalcitrant the government now appears to be it 
will have to make shifts to adjust to changing internal 
reality. These forced adjustments will ever-:ncreasingly 
open up avenues for the politics of negotiation, and sooner 
of tater black demands for the necessary cond‘tions for 
successful negotiations will have to be met.” 
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Dr Buthelezi restated his own conditions for negotiating 
about a constitutional future for his country, including 
his demand for the release of Mr Nelson Mandela, Mr 
Zeph Mothopeng aad other noiitical prisoners, thus 
making it possible for all willing blacks leaders to take 
Part in the negotiations. 


Buthelezi Refutes ANC, Armed Revolution 
M BOS0S06 1388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0529 GMT 5 May &8 


{[SAPA PR Wire Service. issued by Chief Ministers 
Office, Ulundi] 


[Text] Lisbon, Thursday- ‘evolution in South 
Africa would be imprac’ L ved and immoral, 
Dr Mangosvthu Buthel «id dc ‘ence experts in Lisbon 
last night. 


Addressing Portugal's Inststute for Nationz) Defence, he 
spelt out reasons why he “ad not thrown his weight 
behind violence. 


If armed revolutior could succeed both in vanquishing 
apartheid and establishing a just Cemocracy in his coun- 
try. 1t would be different, he said. 


But Africa's expenence had shown him the foolhardiness 
of assuming that strategies which worked elsewhere on 
the continent would succeed in South Africa. 


While, for instance, he had great regard for Mozambi- 
que’s Sas ora Machel and Zimbabwe's Rober? Mugabe 
he was absolutely suve that, given African Nationa! 
Congress leader Oliver fambo's circumstances, they 
would have ‘failed as dismally” as the ANC. 


One of Mr Tambo's problems was what he callec the 
schizophreni nature cf the ANC. It was thre> organisa- 
tions wrapped as one, the KwaZulu chief minister and 


Inkatha president said. 


In ut, the SA Communist Party, Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation] and “what one can perhaps call the 
nationalist ANC” all had th:ir own inner decision- 
making processes. Politically this made the ANC orga- 
nisation entirely differen from Frelimo and ZAPU-PF. 


The other pertinent factor was that circuinstancn’s 
robbed ithe ANC of real decision-making authority on 
the ground in South AFrica—where it was trying to wage 
its armed struggle. 


Dr Buthelez: said that travellers flying over South Africa 
saw a criss-cross of roads, railway lin. s and power lines 
with villages, towns and citizs at reguiar intervals. 


“What you æRe amounts to a vast network eminently 
suited to the conventional military and police forces of 
the South African government and awesomely prohibi- 
tive for the movement of arms, men and supplies.” 
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They also had the strike power to “go on the rampage 
across the length and breadth of southern Africa™ when- 
ever the government chose. 


This again made the situation vastly different from those 
in Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe where the Por- 
tuguese administration and the Smith regime could do 
nothing about revolutionary springboards in neighbour- 
ing territories. 


These were pertinent reasons why the ANC hac far:cu, 
over 25 years, to develop an armed struggle. 


It had received very substantia! Soviet backing for 
decades and had a “multi-million” annual budget with 
more arms and personnel than it could deploy, so its 
failure was not traceable tc lack of resources. 


“It 1s simply true,” Dr Buthelezi said, “that more arms 
and more personne! would make no difference. The 
military might of Pretoria really is awesome im the 
Afincan cortext.” 


He told the defence instituic: “When | look at the ANC 
as I have been Going this evening it should become 
totally clear why I have not thrown my weight behind the 
revolutionary movement. 


“Revolutionary change in South Africa is not only 
pragmatically not feasibie, it is politically stupid.” A 
revolution of the magnitude necessary to topple the 
South African Government by force would leave all 
future governments without the means to govern for the 
foreseeable future. 


Circumstances had to be evolved in which relationsh:ps 
between southern African siates were symbiotic. 


“The mineral wealth running from Zambia through 
Zimbabwe and Botswana right down into the southern 
parts of south Africa is a creation of God which should 
be there for all the peoples of southern Africa,” he said. 


2 Soldiers Die in Operational Area Incident 
MBO0S05084088 Johannesburg Television Service in 
English0400 GMT 5 May 88 


{Text] Two South African soldiers have died in the 
operational area after being wounded in a standoff 
bombardment on Thursday of last week. Defense Force 
Hezdquarters in Pretoria sid they were 20-years-old 
Lance Corporal Carlos Thomas Moon, and 17-year-old 
Rifleman Jakobus Weyers. Corporal Moon is survived 
by his grandmother, Mrs S. Abrahams of School Street, 
Postmasburg. Rifleman Weyers leaves his parents Mr 
and Mrs H. Weyers of 25 Weyers Avenue in Oudtshoorn. 


FBIS-AFR-88-087 
5 May 1988 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 4 May 
MB0505060188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0554 GMT 5 May 88 


[Text] Pretoria, May 5, SAPA—The SAP Public Rela- 
tions Division in Pretoria reported the following inci- 
dents of unrest: 


“At KwaThema, on the East Rand, a delivery vehicle 
was extensively damaged when it was set alight. 


“At Kagiso, on the West Rand, a private dwelling was 
damaged by arsonists. 


“At Mitchells Piain, in the Western Cape, a private 
vehicle was damaged by stonethrowing coloured youths. 
Two of the youths were arrested. 


“At KwaMashu, in Natal, a 16 year old black man was 
murdered and another black man seriously injured when 
they were attacked with sharp instruments. this incident was 
confirmed to a number of media representatives on 1988- 
05-04 and must not be regarded as a separate, new, incident. 


“At Zwide, in the Eastern Cape, a school classroom was 
damaged by arsonists. 


“At approximately 0045 this morning, an explosive 
device detonated near the S.A. Police single quarters in 
Kagiso, on the East Rand. Damage to the building was 
fairly extensive. No-one was injured. 


“At Mamelodi, near Pretoria, a private home was damaged 
when a hand-grenade was hurled at it. No-one was injured.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB0505 104588/Editorial Report] 


STAR Welcomes State Down on Universities — 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 5 May says ina 
Page 10 editorial that “it is not often that the Govern- 
ment backs down after taking a stand. So it is to the 
credit of National Education Minister Mr F.W. de Klerk 
that he has bowed at last to wiser counsels by removing 
the threat of politically punitive intervention he previ- 
ously tried to impose on South African universities. It 
was never a matter of dispute between the Minister and 
the universities that something was needed to curb the 
disruptive ferment on certain campuses. But the Gov- 
ernment was not the right party to set matters right— 
other than through the obvious step of reducing a pro- 
vocative police interest in the campuses.” “University 
autonomy is a principle that should be honoured as 
much by the Government as by the universities.” 


BUSINESS DAY: U.S. Lacks ‘Leverage’ in RSA — “South 
African leaders are right to warn that the Angolan talks in 
London are unlikely to bring a quick resolution of the 
conflict,” observes Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 5 May in a Page 8 editorial. “Thanks to an 
aggressive military strategy, President Botha is in a position 
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to say bluntly the SADF will not withdraw from Angola— 
much less from Namibia'—so long as the Cubans remain. In 
part, this reflects the decay of U.S. influence on SA that has 
resulted from sanctions. The Americans, lacking other lever- 
age, have lately been reduced to emphasising the danger 
which the Cuban forces pose to SA’s expeditionary army in 
Angola. The irony implicit in Washington's use of the 
Cuban card to try to intimidate SA will not be lost on any of 
the main players, neither in Africa nor in Europe nor indeed 
in Moscow.” 


Editorial Critcizes Hendrickse ‘Logic’ — ““What compelling 
logic there is behind Labour Party leader Allan Hendrickse’s 
suggestion that coloured people should be put back on the 
common voters’ roll to help the National Party block a 
right-wing takeover of South Africa,” states a second edito- 
rial on the same page. “Hendrickse is obviously play ng to 
his own audience, but he perceives correctly that the greatest 
immediate threat to this country is not a left-wing revolu- 
tion, but the very reai possibility of the Conservative Party 
edging into power and time-warping SA back 40 years.” 
“Unhappily, there is very little chance of government taking 
Hendrickse seriously.” 


SOWETAN: P.W. Botha Expects Subservience — The 
Page | 2 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 5 May says: “What the State President, Mr P.W. 
Botha, means when he talks about peaceful negotiation is 
clearly demonstrated in the way he treats his junior 
partners in the tricameral Parliament.” This week he 
told the colored House of Representatives among other 
things that: “A different leadership in the House would 
have created better relations between Afrikaners and the 
coloureds; he needed to appoint somebody from the 
House to his Cabinet, but he was not obliged to appoint 
the chairman of the Minister’s Council, the Rev Allan 
Hendrickse; the person who was appointed to the Cabi- 
net had to accept the discipline—’it is a disciplined body 
which operates according to rules, which I lay down’.” 
P.W. Botha is “prepared to negotiate only with people 
who sing Ja, baas [yes, boss] each time he makes a 
pronouncement. Those who object to apartheid, even 
very mildly, he regards as enemies.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: Criticism of Group Areas Plan — 
Steven Friedman writes in the “Worm’s Eye View” 
column on Page 12 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY 
MAIL in English for 5-12 May that “students of govern- 
ment reforms in other policy areas will recognise the 
strategy behind the Group Areas plan: it hopes to con- 
tain change which has become inevitable through a mix 
of partial concessions and tougher controls. The govern- 
ment has now recognised that it cannot resegregate 
inner-city suburbs and so it will formally open some of 
them.” But “it is unwilling to scrap the Act itself. The 
first, and most obvious reason, is fear of white voter 
Opposition both to the principle of open living areas and 
to ‘drops in standards’ which, they claim, follow when 
black people move into ‘white’ suburbs. The second is 
the fear of some government politicians and planners 
that mixed living areas would make it impossible to 
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enforce segregated political structures.” “When control 
goes, the end of formal residential segregation will place 
severe pressure on yet another cornerstone of apartheid: 
segregated local government. The strategists who devised 
the Group Areas plan will then, no doubt, begin work on 
a fresh attempt to halt the inevitable.” 


Anti-Apartheid Pressure in U.S. Irreversible — On Page 
15 the research officer at the Center for Policy Studies at 
the University of the Witwatersrand, Mark Swilling, says 
‘apartheid in the United States has become a key foreign 
policy issue despite the conservative administration.” 
“Traditional anti-apartheid groups like the American 
Committee on Africa and the Washington Office on 
Africa continue to operate, but over the past two years a 
new generation of young South African students in exile 
has introduced new energy and creativity. These activists 
have joined student and community-based coalitions, 
bringing with the m organisational skills and an instinct 
for grassroots power that only a South African township 
can generate.” Swilling believes that “even if Bush is the 
new president, it is unlikely U.S. policy on South Africa 
will ever revert to its conservative Reaganite position. 
The pressures from black constituencies, grassroots coa- 
litions, the liberal establishment and now big capital are 
simply too great to be ignored. As far as Americans are 
concerned, white South Africa is on its own.” 


CAPE TIMES on Consumer Credit Demand — A Page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 3 
May says: “Softly, softly should be government's 
approach to the admittedly unnerving explosion in 
demand for consumer credit. The clamour for money has 
now reached proportions where even the financial insti- 
tutions themselves have begin, unwisely in our opinion, 
slinging arrows at each other over the manner in which it 
is being made available.” ““What we do not need now is 
a return to draconian controls and the 25 percent prime 
of four years ago, nor interference with banking entre- 
preneurship as exemplified hy one bank’s more flexible 
mortgage bond scheme now drawing fire from the build- 
ing societies.” 


VADERLAND Hopeful of Angola Solution — Johannes- 
burg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 3 May says the 
previous peace talks on Angola “were shipwrecked 
because none of the main actors were prepared to lay 
down their arms to make peace. Add to this the complex 
linkage of the SWA/Namibia independence to the civil 
war in Angola and the problem appears insurmountable. 
However, with Russian troops beginning to withdraw 
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from Afghanistan within less than two weeks, it seems 
there is still hope that the Cubans will return to Havana 
and the South Africans to Pretoria, while Resolution 435 
of the UN Security Council presents a solution for the 
independence of Namibia.” 


BURGER Sees ‘Greater Realism’ of Problems — “The 
increased diplomatic activity affecting Angola and 
Mozambique lately at least represents an acknowledge- 
ment of the realities of southern Africa,” says a Page 14 
editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 3 
May. “This greater realism can provide greater hope for 
the subcontinent if it is managed successfully.” Referring 
to the quadrilateral peace talks in London DIE BUR- 
GER says “there can be no question of an instant 
solution. Long processes lie ahead for both Angola and 
Mozambique, but for the sake of the whole continent it 
is important that opportunities which exist now should 
not be allowed to slip through our fingers.” 


Editorial Defends Workers’ Day Holiday — A second 
editorial on the same page remarks that “the celebration 
of May Day in South Africa was in the past a highly 
contentious issue. Radicals used the opportunity to sow 
unrest. Whereas this day is traditionally celebrated 
worldwide on | May, in South Africa it degenerated into 
strikes and confrontation. Since President Botha 
declared in March last year the first Friday im May an 
official holiday—Workers’ Day—the sting was taken out 
of the conflict potential of this day. Perhaps that is why 
the more militant and reactionary worker organizations 
and political groups tried so hard to wreck this attempt 
at reconciliat. »n.” 


BEELD: Angola Eey to Peace in Subcontinent — Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 4 May states in a Page 
10 editorial: “‘The crucial question which will have to be 
answered at the quadrilateral talks in London is: Who 
threatens whom? And: How can that threat be elimi- 
nated?” The editorial points out that Angola “regards 
the South African military authorities as being a threat to 
its regional integrity.” But “not only did Angola bring a 
massive mercenary force to the continent, but it also 
allowed SWAPO and the ANC—involved in a terrorist 
struggle against Pretoria—to have facilities there. This is 
a direct hostile act which forces South Africa to protect 
its Own security interests—if need be deep into Angola.” 
BEELD hopes that the London talks will “provide some 
clarity about this matter which is the key to peace in the 
subcontinent. It must surely be clear that the republic 
does not have imperialistic tendencies.” 
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